Governor’s Council on Climate Change (GC3)
Equity and Environmental Justice + Resilient Infrastructure
& Nature-based Solutions

MEETING MINUTES

Meeting Date: November 17, 2022

Meeting Time: 4:30 - 6:00 PM

Zoom Recording: EE] + Resilient Infrastructure & Nature-based Solutions Working
Group



https://ctdeep.zoom.us/rec/share/RAqEjogiFVaaQsl9bGdn8BonNBtWnnbOW6YPwAsRKRxdW2cJXEYnfh9I-aYoAl2W.16CzVaIiU9W6Yem9?startTime=1668720875000
https://ctdeep.zoom.us/rec/share/RAqEjogiFVaaQsl9bGdn8BonNBtWnnbOW6YPwAsRKRxdW2cJXEYnfh9I-aYoAl2W.16CzVaIiU9W6Yem9?startTime=1668720875000

ATTENDANCE: GC3 Working Group Members in bold
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Alanis Allen

Michelle Andrzejewski
Dominic Antonio
Marina Astitha

Kristin Barendregt-Ludwig, Co-chair
Ashley Benitez

Beth Bernard

Amy Blaymore-Paterson
George Bradner, Co-chair
Mary Buchanan

Alicea Charamut
Leticia Colon

Louanne Cooley

Sarah Crosby

Lee Cruz, Co-chair
David Dickson

Kathy Fay

Reginald Fortcolin
Rebecca French

Bryan Garcia

Amber Garrard

Nicole Govert

Kevin Grigg, Co-chair
Paul Hearn

Mike Hogan

Alycia Jenkins

Doris Johnson

Chris Kelly

Eduardo Marin
Katharine Morris

Juliemar Ortiz
Malaquias Peiia
Allison Pilcher

Emily Pysh, Co-chair
Megan Raymond
Alexander Rodriguez
Denise Savageau




Hailey Simpson

Meghan Sloan

D. Stanley Lord

Max Teirstein

Brian Thompson

Maisa Tisdale, Co-chair
Melinda Tuhus

Sarah Watson

Aicha Woods

Joanna Wozniak-Brown

AGENDA & NOTES

Welcome: Ashley Benitez Ou, DEEP Liaison and Rebecca French, Director, Office of Climate
Planning

Ground Rules:

e Meeting is recorded and a link will be posted

¢ Announcement that the chat is public record, but may be used for questions and
comments by working group members

e Working group members are asked to post their names and affiliation in the chat

¢ Reminder that the discussion portion is reserved for working group members

¢ Announcement that non-working group members should mute and turn video off
until public comment

e Shared additional working group participation guidance and ground rules, which
was informed by the EE] working group

e Public comment guidance was also shared

Welcome and Introductions:

¢ Introductions by the Equity and Environmental Justice working group co-chairs,
Kristin Barendregt-Ludwig and Lee Cruz
e Rebecca French presents charge for Equity and Environmental Justice working
group
o Completed: identifying members to serve on other GC3 working groups
o In progress: Reviewing and providing comments on each working group
presentation (throughout November)
o In progress: Present to GC3 on EE]J findings (early December)
= There are no new strategies being presented to GC3, rather the focus
is on evaluating and monitoring

Review of 4 Core Concepts of Equity: Kristin Barendregt-Ludwig, Yale Center for
Environmental Justice



Allen, Alanis

From: Alex Rodriguez <alexrodriguez@savethesound.org>

Sent: Thursday, November 17, 2022 6:15 PM

To: DEEP ClimateChange

Subject: GC3 EEJ WG + Resilient Infrastructure WG Public Comment 11/17/22

EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open any attachments unless you
trust the sender and know the content is safe.

Good evening CT DEEP,

I am writing to you on behalf of the regional environmental organization Save the Sound. Save the Sound leads
environmental action through advancing climate policy, saving endangered lands, protecting Long Island Sound
and its rivers, and restoring ecosystems.

We are writing to you regarding the proposal to rebuild Bridgeport’s Bassick High School in the South End
neighborhood, near Broad St and 80 University Ave, replacing a demolished University of Bridgeport building.
We have concerns regarding the proposal and ask that a member of your team address these concerns so that we
may coordinate education on the proposal to the South End community with trusted leaders.

1. The new high school would be built in a Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) designated
Special Flood Hazard Area, an area vulnerable to rising sea levels and future hurricanes;

2. Neither the City Environmental Impact Study (EIS) nor the State Environmental Impact Evaluation
(EIE) has been conducted;

3. There has been little effort from the City of Bridgeport and the State of Connecticut to boost public
notice regarding this proposal and document public input; and

4. Should final sign off on the rebuilding of the school occur, students, faculty, and nearby residents would
be vulnerable to multiple major air polluting, fossil fuel energy facilities including Bridgeport’s Harbor
Station 5 (PSEG), Bridgeport Energy LLC (Cogentrix), and two NuPower hydrogen fuel cells.

It is critical for the city coordinate with the state in providing opportunities for public participation, especially
considering the ongoing delays and increasing uncertainty around the fate of Resilient Bridgeport. A thorough
environmental review and proactive public outreach are needed to ensure this project will proceed safely and
equitably.

This is a proposal that will affect the livelihoods of the South End community. We raise these concerns because
we strive to ensure everyone benefits from a safe and healthy environment.

Respectfully,

Alex Rodriguez (he/him/his)

Environmental Justice Specialist

Save the Sound

900 Chapel St., Ste. 2202 | New Haven, CT 06510

1385 Boston Post Road, 2" Floor | Larchmont, NY 10538
Office: 203-787-0646 x128 | Cell: 860-840-6004
alexrodriguez@savethesound.org




